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Conversations about energy

Energy resonates with people in a way 

that climate doesn’t

Everyone pays for energy and it comes 

from somewhere



CO-POWER (EU project)

Goal 

speed up the development of community RES projects by 

creating a favourable legislative environment across Europe

Impacts

New or amended legislation by key policymakers 

Analysis of public/private finance for community RES projects

Broad public coalition building across Europe

Capacity building and engaging key policy makers, citizens

Commitments from local/regional governments or citizen groups 

to start new community energy projects



Solutions are there and work



Defining community energy 
If a renewable energy project fulfils all or most of these criteria 
we consider it to be community power. 

The organisation provides a community or social benefit and 
the aim to do so is part of the statutes of the organisation.

element of democratic, member control as part of the 
governance model and finances.

voluntary open membership of the project, it is not a closed 
club.

Autonomous and controlled only by the members, if they enter 
agreements with governments or utilities they do so in a way 
that maintains democratic control by members

The project is involved in reducing energy poverty and 
providing fair access to energy, either through education or 
efficiency projects.



EU 2030 Climate and 

Energy package

Targets for Greenhouse Gases, 

Efficiency and Renewables

Pathetic target for renewable 

energy.

Some good language on 

community energy.



Brixton Solar

Social housing in South London

Deprived area

High levels of energy poverty



Brixton Solar

• Internship 

Scheme

• Draught Busters

• Renewable 

energy 

engineering 



Ecopower

Large Belgian Cooperative 

in the Flemish region

50,000 members, 23 staff

Protection for vulnerable 

customers

Wind, Solar, Biomass-

Started with Hydro



South Tyrol, Italy

The oldest 

cooperative?

Established 1926

Supply of energy and  

electricity grid



Barriers

Getting access to the grid

And to a fair price for energy produced



The energy transition is 

well underway

Source: Eurostat 2014



Renewables are winning

Since 2010, the world has added more 

solar photovoltaic (PV) capacity than in the 

previous four decades.
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